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the king of Holland. The Polish insurrection put an end to his plan for armed intervention in western Europe, and Nicholas was forced to grant recognition to Louis Philippe, "the king of the barricades." In the meantime, following the defeat of the Tory government in London, Lord Grey in November, 1830, formed a Whig ministry. Palmerston was appointed secretary of state for foreign affairs, a position he held with but one short interruption until the autumn of 1841. At the foreign office, in the opposition, at the home office, and as prime minister he remained until his death (1865) a dominating influence in British politics.
In spite of the stormy developments in western Europe and Poland, the eastern question continued to claim the attention of St. Petersburg. The Treaty of Adrianople established a virtual Russian protectorate over Moldavia and Wallachia. A commission of local notables, working in accordance with an instruction received from St. Petersburg and guided by the Russian viceroy, General P. D. Kiselev, drafted the "organic statute" (constitution) of the two Danu-bian principalities. Under the provisions of this charter each principality was to have an autonomous government headed by a hospodar, who was to be elected for life by a small group of ecclesiastical dignitaries, nobles, and landed proprietors. It is surprising, in view of Nicholas's unbounded admiration for autocracy, that the statute embodied some of the principles of constitutional government (separation of powers, representative elected assemblies, although on the basis of a limited franchise), as well as provisions for the development of the school system and the regulation of the relationship between the landowners and their peasant farmers. The statute was approved by a specially appointed committee in St. Petersburg and by assemblies of Moldavian and Wallachian notables. The Porte had merely the dubious privilege of formally sanctioning the charter and putting it into effect. For a time the immediate future of the principalities remained uncertain. Kiselev favored their outright annexation by Russia, but Nesselrode doubted the economic gains to be derived from this move and dreaded its international repercussions. Nicholas sided with his vice chancellor, and after the Porte had enacted the statute into law early in 1834 Russian troops were withdrawn. This decision was influenced by the change that had taken place in Russo-Turkish relations, and by the tsar's desire to allay the suspicions of Austria, the alliance with which had been renewed in 1833.